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it was clearly necessary to entrust the carrying out
of those changes to men who sympathised with
them. Henry found them in the middle class.
Cromwell, a man of low birth, affords one example ;
and Northumberland, whose father was Dudley, the
notorious extortioner, is another. And thus from
force of circumstances rather than from deep con-
siderations of policy, the work, which Henry VII,
began, was continued, and all chance of a resuscita-
tion of the old type of noble passed away.

It has been seen that under Henry VIII. Parliament
continued to give unqualified support to the Crown,
but in the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary it showed
signs of a wish to reassert its independence. The
statute, which gave to royal proclamations the force
of law, was repealed, and though such proclamations
were still issued, they were now at least illegal.
During the regency of Somerset the multifarious
treasons created in the preceding reign were abol-
ished ; and when a bill establishing new treasons
was introduced, the Commons successfully insisted
that the evidence of two witnesses should be essential
to a conviction. They further resisted the passage
of several bills introduced* by government, and the
creation of pocket boroughs, which began at this
time, is a proof of the necessity of influencing Parlia-
ment and of obtaining its sanction to all measures.
On the other hand, the reign of Henry VIII. witnessed
the establishment of councils like that of the Marches
of Wales and that of the North, which deprived a
large part of the country of the benefits of the
common law and restricted the authority of Parlia-